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CONFIDENTIAL PARIS 3457 

E.O. 11652: GDS 
TAGS: PARM, UN, FR 

SUBJECT: REDUCTION OF MILITARY BUDGETS (ROB) EXPERTS GROUP 
REF: STATE 021277 

1. IN COURSE OF RECENT DISCUSSION WITH MISTRAL (QUAI 
DISARMAMENT AND ARMS CONTROL OFFICER) WE DREW ON INFOR 
MATION IN PARA 2 OF REFTEL IN URGING FRENCH PARTICIPATION 
IN ROB EXPERTS GROUP. IN RESPONSE, MISTRAL MADE FOLLOW- 
ING POINTS: (A) FROM PRACTICAL POINT OF VIEW, FRENCH 
OPPOSE IDEA OF THEIR PARTICIPATION IN EXPERTS GROUP 
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BECAUSE FRANCE HAS NO INTENTION OF REDUCING ITS DEFENSE 
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BUDGET AND NO INTENTION OF ACCEPTING PRINCIPLE OF 
ALLOCATION TO FOREIGN ASSISTANCE OF SAVINGS MADE IN 
DEFENSE BUDGET OF FRANCE. (B) FROM POLITICAL POINT 
OF VIEW, FRANCE DOES NOT WISH TO PARTICIPATE IN EXERCISE 
SUCH AS ROB EXPERTS GROUP WHICH HAS (IN FRENCH EYES) 

NO HOPE OF SUCCESS AND CONTAINS SEEDS OF POSSIBLY "BITTER 
AND CERTAINLY UNPRODUCTIVE" CONFRONTATION BETWEEN EAST 
AND WEST. (C) FURTHERMORE. ADDRESSING POINT IN REFTEL, 

PARA 2B LAST SENTENCE, MISTRAL OPINED THAT IN FACT 
EXPERTS DO NOT HAVE MUCH LEEWAY IN DECIDING THE STUDY'S 
TERMS OF REFERENCE, GIVEN WHAT FRENCH BELIEVE ARE 
RATHER STRINGENT GROUND RULES OF UN RESOLUTION ON SUBJECT. 
THEREFORE, ABILITY OF WESTERN MEMBERS TO STRUCTURE WORK 
IN FAVORABLE DIRECTION MAY BE LIMITED. (D) FRANCE HAS 
NO INTENTION OF URGING OTHERS TO FOLLOW ITS EXAMPLE OF 
ABSTAINING FROM PARTICIPATING IN EXPERTS GROUP. SPEAKING 
PERSONALLY, MISTRAL SAID THAT HE DOUBTED UK WOULD PARTI 
CIPATE IN EXPERTS GROUP. 

2. COMMENT: BASED ON MISTRAL'S STATEMENT AND PREVIOUS 
REPORTING BY USUN OF FRENCH ATTITUDE, WE ARE NOT OPTIM- 
ISTIC THAT FRENCH ARE PREPARED TO CHANGE THEIR NEGATIVE 
ATTITUDE TOWARD ROB EXPERTS GROUP. GDS 
IRWIN 
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